[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello!  My name is Nikki Stokes and for the past three years, I have served as the committee chair for AASP’s Child and Family Advocacy Committee, and have thoroughly enjoyed the experience! I am excited to serve in my new role as one of the western regional directors.  I received my educational specialist degree in School Psychology from Eastern Illinois University. I worked as a school psychologist in an elementary district in the suburbs of Chicago for several years prior to pursuing my Ph.D. in School Psychology from Loyola University Chicago. After moving to Arizona with my husband in 2006, I completed my doctoral internship through APPIC at the Cartwright school district in Phoenix. Following my internship year, I began working as a school psychologist in the Litchfield Elementary School District, where I continued working for 10 years.  Over the last year, I joined the faculty of Northern Arizona University in the school psychology program at the North Valley campus where I had the honor of teaching and training future school psychologists. I am returning to LESD as a school psychologist for the upcoming school year.  I have over 17 years of experience as a school psychologist working with preschool through high school students, with the majority of my time spent at the elementary level. Throughout my years as a school psychologist, I have also supervised several practicum students and interns. 
 I am passionate about advocating for children and their families within the state of Arizona. Other areas of professional interest include early childhood development, mindfulness training within the schools, and the education and training of future school psychologists.  My goal as Regional Director for AASP is to provide school psychologists in the area with professional development opportunities that address the most current needs and issues within the field.  I also strive to encourage collaboration and relationship building among school psychologists within the region through social events. 
